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-Definition: the complete banning of the making and selling of alcohol

-Origins of Prohibition: Before WWI, alcohol became known as the “demon drink.”  Too many men spent their pay checks on booze, leaving their wives and families penniless.  It was responsible for brawls and deaths and lead to the slide of war.  Churches, women’s groups, and labour organizations encouraged Prohibition.  They convinced governments in Canada and the US that their position against alcohol was correct.

-Adoption of Prohibition: In Canada, Prohibition was adopted by the individual provinces at different times.  Ontario introduced Prohibition during the war, in 1916.  It was thought that if soldiers were making sacrifices on the battlefield, civilians could do the same at home.  By 1920, all the provinces adopted Prohibition (except Québec).  In that same year, the US introduced national Prohibition.

-Problems with Enforcement:  The Prohibition Law was virtually impossible to enforce because of its unpopularity with the public and police.  Strict enforcement was only possible if the government put a million agents in the field and surpassed civil liberties; they could not do this.  Partial enforcement was only possible if a majority of the people were determined to obey this law; the public was not.  Thus flagrant violations of the law were commonplace.
-Consequences of Prohibition:  People found different ways to drink; hipflasks became common at football games and bathtubs were used to make gin at home.  Sometimes these concoctions were fatal.  Saloons were replaced by speakeasies (illegal drinking clubs).  They were often old bars that put shirts on their windows and pretended they were drycleaners.   Yet, everyone (including the police) knew they were really selling booze.  Before prohibition, no respectable woman would be seen alone in a saloon; these were male domains.  However, both sexes could crowd speakeasies.  This was another sign of female emancipation.
-Canada Abandons Prohibition:  By 1927, most Canadian provinces repealed Prohibition.  The law was so widely disregarded, it had become a joke.  Besides, most provinces decided liquor was a great source of tax revenue.  Better to control alcohol than prohibit it.  Thus began the development of liquor control boards (Liquor Control Board of Ontario-LCBO).
